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NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENTS    
  
Pharmco Laboratories, a manufacturer of skincare products, has announced plans to acquire a 15-

acre industrial complex in the Spaceport Commerce Park, as part of a $6.1 million expansion project; 

the company currently utilizes a 15,000 sq. ft. building near South Street in Titusville for a production 

facility, and leases additional space for warehousing in the Titusville Logistics Center, located on U.S. 

Highway 1.  The project was made possible with financial assistance from the North Brevard Economic 

Development Zone.  Operating in Titusville for more than twenty years, the company has grown from 

a three-person venture to an operation that now employs over 70 people (including seasonal workers 

and technicians).   Pharmco Laboratories makes a variety of skin and toilet preparation products (such 

as perfumes and shaving cream), including the preparing, blending, compounding, and packaging of 

those products.  To learn more about this Titusville-based company, visit www.pharmcolabs.com.   

  

Raider Outboards, a manufacturer of high-performance outboard engines, has acquired a 20,000 sq. 

ft. industrial building in the Spaceport Commerce Park, for use as its primary manufacturing center; 

the expansion project, which will include renovations to the structure, is expected to total more than 

$2 million in capital investment, and create an additional 25 jobs for the company.  The company won 

state accolades last year as a top Florida “Company to Watch” in the annual recognition program 

sponsored by GrowFL and the Edward Lowe Foundation.  That program honors companies that are 

helping to diversify the state’s economy, while making significant capital investments in the state.   

 

Founded by CEO/President George Woodruff in 2015, Raider Outboards was named after an elite 

Marine Corps unit – the Raiders – formed during the Second World War to conduct amphibious light 

infantry warfare.  It makes lightweight, two-cylinder boat engines, specifically designed for use by the 

military; the engines can be completely submerged in water without bags, through the use of a de-

watering system.  For more information on the company, visit www.raideroutboards.com.  

  

Raider is one of several companies in North Brevard that operate within the marine and boating 

industries sector.  Joining the company in the Spaceport Commerce Park is Hell’s Bay Boatworks, a 

company founded by Chris Peterson, which manufactures skiffs designed for shallow water.  And, in 

2019, Merritt Precision, a division of Correct Craft, purchased a site in the commerce park for a new 

20,000 sq. ft. facility.  For more on this industry sector in North Brevard, visit www.northbrevard.biz.   

http://www.nbedz.org/
http://www.nbedz.com/
http://www.pharmcolabs.com/
http://www.raideroutboards.com/
http://www.northbrevard.biz/
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Seefried Industrial Properties, an Atlanta-based real estate development group that has 

constructed a number of Amazon distribution centers in the past few years, is preparing to build a new 

$13 million distribution facility in nearby Cocoa that could serve as a “last-mile” distribution center for 

Amazon, according to recent media reports in the Orlando Business Journal.  The project site, which 

encompasses over 28 acres, is located near Grissom Parkway, along the southern boundary line of the 

North Brevard Economic Development Zone.  If the project goes forward, the initial facility would likely 

contain approximately 200,000 sq. ft., and employ more than 300 people.  Additional information on 

the developer can be found at www.seefriedproperties.com.   

 

Amazon’s Last Mile team is the division responsible for getting packages from delivery stations to a 

customer’s doorstep.  The company has been growing its last-mile delivery activities in recent years, in 

an effort to increase delivery speeds for Amazon-shipped products and packages.  A recent article in 

The Wall Street Journal highlighted the company’s efforts to multiply the number of fulfillment, sorting, 

and other delivery facilities across the U.S. in the coming years.  To read the article, visit www.wsj.com.   

 

Though not known as a distribution hub, the north Brevard County area continues to see the 

development of more industrial distribution building stock, particularly following the 2018 completion 

of a 550,000 sq. ft. Walmart distribution center in Cocoa, costing $145 million.  That development led 

to the establishment of a Pilot Flying J Truck Stop next to the site, and increased freight hauling traffic 

along Interstate 95 in recent years has resulted in the construction of a new Love’s Truck Stop in Mims, 

just twenty miles north of the Walmart site.   

 

Alpha Omega Training and Compliance, a Brevard County-based consulting services firm, recently 

purchased a five-acre lot in the Spaceport Commerce Park for a new office and training facility.  The 

company, which provides training and instruction on industrial waste management and occupational 

health and safety in the workplace, plans to build an approximately 12,000 sq. ft. office building in the 

park.  According to company president Todd McDowell, the firm anticipates site clearing this spring, 

followed by building completion in late fall.  More information can be found at www.a-otc.com.    

 

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT ON: Praxair Industrial Gases              
 

With increasing rocket launch and retrieval activity at nearby NASA’s Kennedy Space Center and the 

U.S. Space Force’s Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, supply-chain companies with a presence in 

North Brevard, such as Praxair in Mims, have been working to keep pace.  In 2019, Praxair – a global 

provider of industrial gases and surface coatings – announced plans to expand its North Brevard facility 

with a $27 million capital improvement project, one that involved the acquisition and placement of 

new equipment.  With most of that expansion project now complete, the Mims operation employs 

approximately 25 people, and services aerospace clients seven days a week; it also provide industrial 

gas products to many central Florida manufacturers and aviation-related industries.   

 

Praxair is considered one of the largest industrial gases firms in the world, offering expertise and service 

in cleaning, purging, and inspection of piping and storage tanks.  The company currently employs more 

than 26,000 people worldwide, and generates revenue in excess of $11.5 billion annually.   For more 

information on the company, search www.Praxair.com.   

http://www.seefriedproperties.com/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-amazons-shipping-empire-is-challenging-ups-and-fedex-11567071003
http://www.a-otc.com/
http://www.praxair.com/
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PORT CANAVERAL TO WAIVE APPLICATION FEES FOR FTZ PARTICIPATION          
 

The Canaveral Port Authority recently announced that it would waive the standard application fee 

for businesses located in north Brevard County that wished to create a designated user-driven site for 

their manufacturing operations within Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) #136, which functions through the 

auspices of the port.  The FTZ program helps companies defer and/or reduce duties levied on the 

importation of goods used in manufacturing.  By keeping certain goods contained within a “duty-free” 

zone, companies can achieve significant cost savings.   

 

Foreign Trade Zone #136 was established in 1987 by the U. S. Foreign Trade Zones Board of the U. S. 

Commerce Department, which designated the port as an FTZ grantee under the program.   Nationwide, 

FTZs have proven to be a successful trade policy program since the 1930s, consistently creating and 

retaining jobs for communities, and inducing billions in new capital investment for the nation.  To learn 

more about Port Canaveral’s initiative, contact Jennifer Simmons at 321-783-7831, or electronically, at 

jsimmons@portcanaveral.com.   

 

ECONOMIC BOXSCORE           
 

Local Employment Data.  The table below shows the latest employment statistics for the northern part 

of Brevard County, Florida (principally, the communities or Mims, Port St. John, Scottsmoor, and 

Titusville), according to seasonally unadjusted figures obtained from the Florida Department of 

Economic Opportunity, (its Local Area Unemployment Statistics, or LAUS, data set), and the U.S. Bureau 

of Labor Statistics):   
                                              November 2020          A Year Ago (November 2019)        Percent Change 

 

County Unemployment Rate 5.0 % 2.9%  

County Labor Force Size 284,319 287,508 - 1.109% 

Titusville Unemployment Rate 6.2% 3 %  

Titusville Labor Force Size 21,705 21,709     0 % 

State Unemployment Rate 6.3% 2.8 %  

State Labor Force Size 10,112,404 10,423,269  - 3.00 % 

 

Employment numbers continue to reflect the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly among 

the hospitality and restaurant/retail sectors.      

 

Local Real Estate Market.  According the Space Coast Board of REALTORS, “Closed Home Sales” for 

November 2020 were up 10.8%, with 892 units closed, compared to 805 units a year prior, in November 

2019.  “New Pending Sales” also remained up, 10.1% over the previous year, although “New Listings” 

– an indication of available housing stock – was down -7.4%.  The median sales price for a Brevard 

single family home rose 14.6.2% (at $275,000), compared to last year during the same month, which 

saw the median sales price at $240,000.  “Months’ Supply of Inventory” of homes for sale was also 

down, by -46.4% to 1.5 months, a decrease from 2.8 months in November of 2019.  For additional 

information on key economic statistics for the North Brevard area, please visit www.NBEDZ.org and 

www.SpaceCoastMLS.com. 

mailto:jsimmons@portcanaveral.com
http://www.nbedz.org/
http://www.spacecoastmls.com/
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AVAILABLE INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY        
 

24.66 Upland Acres, available industrial property located on Horizon Drive in the River Front Business 

Center in Titusville.  Zoning is PID – planned industrial district.  Nine miles to NASA’s Kennedy Space Center; 

32 miles to Orlando International Airport.  Across U.S. Highway 1 from Space Coast Regional Airport.  Served 

by City of Titusville sewer and water.  Offered for sale, at $4,375,000.  Listing agent: Brian Lightle of Lightle, 

Beckner & Robison.  Contact info: 321-722-0707, or electronically, at brian@teamlbr.com.   

    

     
     

ABOUT NORTH BREVARD AND THE ZONE     
  

Located in coastal, east central Florida, the region known as North Brevard is an approximately 200-square 
mile area of Brevard County that includes the communities of Mims, Port St. John, Scottsmoor, and the City 
of Titusville.  Bordered by the St. John’s River to the west and the Indian River Lagoon and Atlantic Ocean 
to the east, the region has a population of more than 145,000.   With an economy based upon a mixture of 
aerospace, advanced manufacturing, healthcare, boating, and tourism, the region is the home to NASA’s 
famed Kennedy Space Center and to world-class firms such as Boeing, Barn Light Electric, Blue Origin, 
Embraer S.A., VectorWorks, OneWeb Satellites, and Gold Tones Musical Instruments.   Information about 
the region’s “quality of life” is available at www.northbrevard.biz.     
  

The North Brevard Economic Development Zone (NBEDZ), created in July 2011 by the Brevard County 
(Florida) Board of County Commissioners, is a Special Dependent District under Florida Statutes, Chapters 
125 and 189.  The Zone was formed with the goal of facilitating job growth and economic development in 
the northern part of Brevard County following the end of NASA’s Space Shuttle program.  In that regard, it 
seeks to provide financial and technical assistance to businesses prepared to make a substantial capital 
investment in the area and create a significant number of new jobs.  To view the Zone’s written Economic 
Development Plan and eligibility criteria for program participation, visit www.NBEDZ.org.      

  
THE NORTH BREVARD BUSINESS REVIEW is published quarterly by the North Brevard Economic Development Zone.  All information 
provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.  Please address any comments or questions to Troy Post, CEcD, CBE, at 321-960-1458, or 
electronically via troy.post@brevardFL.gov, and cheer loudly, if you’re a Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ fan.  Or maybe just a Tom Brady fan.                  
___________________________________________________________________________  
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